guide o Kerkini

KEPKINH.:
H MAI'IKH AIMNH

‘Evag and Toug onpavTikdtepoug uypoTtonoug TG Eupwnng, pe povadikng aiag BronoikiAdtnra.
Eival n mio edkoAa npooPdaipn nepioxn otnv EAAGSa yia napatipnon Tng opviBonavidag kai onpavrikog
NPOoOpPICHSG eVAAAAKTIKOU TOupIoHOU, HOAIG pia wpa odIkWG and To agpodpopio Tng Oeccalovikng.

Magical Lake Kerkini

One of the most important wetlands in Europe, Lake Kerkini offers invaluable biodiversity and
is one of Greece's most accessible birdwatching destinations. It ranks as a key alternative
tourist attraction and is just a one-hour drive from Thessaloniki Airport.
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‘Eva Tomio Klynpotoypagikng opopelds (otov muduéva g
Kepxkivng eiye oot 10 2001 0 O@c6dmpog AyyeAdmOVAOG Eval
HOKESOVITIKO YOPLO Y10 TIG OVAYKES TOV YOPIOUAT®V TNG TOVi-
a6 «To MPadt Tov dakpOley), e YIAMAOES TOVALR TOV KLUV YOOV
70 OMpad TOLG 6TN Afpvn 1 KAvouv xounAég Toets, Bovfdita
OV EMOTPEPOVY GTOVG GTAPAOVG TOVS KaTd TO NAoPacilepa,
GAoyo TOV TPEXOLV AUEPLUVO KO WYAPAOEG LE TAPAIOGLUKES
mrafec. TVpo amd avTdV TOV PIKPOKOGLO TEPLGTPEPETOL EVOL
0ALOKANPO GOUTOV OTTO OPKIGUEVOVS PUGLOAATPES KOLL TOPOLTY|-
PNTES TINVOV Atd OX0 TOV TAAVI|TH. TO 110 GLYKAOVIGTIKO [LE
ot T Apvn glval ol LETAGTPOPEG TNG, O TPOTOG TOL AAAALEL
oLVEXDG M YEOYpapia TG (Ady® ¢ avéopeiowong g 6Ta0-
UNG), OTOKOADTTOVTOG KAOE Popd o GAAN ekdoyn TNG. Zag
GUVIGTOVLLE VOL TNV EMOKEPTEITE 5€ S1APOPES PAGELS TNG, KAODG
kabepio and avtég £xet Tn Stk TG yonTEia.

H Kepxivn pe tn onpepvi g popen etvat pio texvnti
AMpvn, mov dnpovpyndnke to 1932 pe v Kotaokevn epay-
HOTOG GTOV TOTAUO XTPLUOVA, GE £Va GTUEI0 OTOL VIPYAY
€\ Ko Afpveg (ko prho&evovoe omd 10Te TANOVGUOVG TOV-
Mav). Me v népodo tav ypdvev egeliybnke ce évav ard
TOVG OMNUOPIAETTEPOVG GTAOOVS ATOON N TIKAV TOVAIDV GTNV

A PLACE of cinematic beauty - in 2001, director Theo Angelopoulos
built an entire, if temporary, Macedonian village here as a set for his
film The Weeping Meadow - Lake Kerkini offers amazing images: thou-
sands of birds flying low over the lake in search of food, water buffaloes
trudging back to their stables at sunset, horses running tirelessly, and
fishermen on the traditional lake boats that are known locally as plaves.
An entire world of dedicated nature lovers and birdwatchers from all
over the planet revolves around this microcosm. The most amazing
thing about this lake is the continual change of scenery that takes
place as fluctuating water levels unveil different versions of the same
landscape. In fact, it’s a good idea to visit the lake more than once, as
each season of the year holds its own unique charm.

Lake Kerkini, in its present-day form, is an artificial lake that was
created in 1932 following the construction of a dam on the Strymonas
River, at a point where swamps and smaller lakes had already formed
a habitat for bird populations. Over the years, it developed into one of
the Europe’s most popular stops for migratory birds as well as a wetland
of international significance, thanks to its abundant flora and fauna.
Over 300 bird species, at least 1,300 plant species - some of these
rare or indigenous - 32 fish species, and Greece’s largest water buffalo
population can be found in Lake Kerkini National Park. The lake is

DoivikénTtepa (pAapivyko) Kal nanieg otn

Aipvn. Ze 6Mo 1o EBvIk6 Mapko undpxouv
nepiocodTepa and 300 €idn nouAikv. / Flamingos
and ducks on the lake. Over 300 bird species
can be found in Lake Kerkini National Park.
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Tov x€IpWvVa, TO PPAya gival avoixTo Kal
n oTaéun néQTel, anokaAunTovriag Heyaila
ABadia. / In the winter, the floodgates of
the dam are opened and the water level
drops to reveal large valleys.

10 GTNV avaToAIkh 6x6n,

L gyaloxwpiou Kal Aipvoxwpiou
ater buffalo on the eastern shore

& between Megalochori and Limnochori
e
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ApyuponeAekavol atn Aipvn
/ Dalmatian pelicans in the lake
—

Evpdnn ko og S1e6voic onpaciog vdpofrotomo, pe moAld eidn
yAopidag kal tavidag. Xe 640 10 EOviké [apko vrdapyovv
neplocotepa and 300 €idn Toviimdv, tovAdytotov 1.300 €idn
QLTOV (Oplopéva amd Ta omoia etvat omdvia 1 EVONUIKA), 32
€idn yaplodv kot o peyarvtepog tAnbuouds Bovfaiidv otnv
EXGSa. H Apvn mepipdiietar and dvo dpopea fouvd, To 6pog
Mmnéheg pe vyopetpo 2.031 p., to onoio amotelel Kol To Pu-
610 ovvopo EAAGdag kar Boviyapiag, kot to Mavpofoive pe
vyouetpo 1.179 p.

H 0146un g Alpvng dev pével otabepn. Tov xeywmva, o
epaypa gtvat avolyto kat 1 otdlun TEETEL, ATOKAAVTTOVTOG
peyéio APadio. Amd v dvoln Ko petd (0tav To payuo
KAglvel Yo va KaADYEL TIG avAyKeS DOPEVONC TOV KAUTOV),
n Alpvn TAinppopilel, okenalet tig pifeg Tov TapamoTaULOL
0GG0VE Ao 1TIES KOl OTOTEAEL EVOV GNULAVTIKOTOTO XMPO CLVOL-
TOPAYOYNG KOl POAOAGHOD £VIEKO EW0MV TOLAMAV — Ep®OL0L,
KOpHOPAvOoL, AoyyOveg K.4.

I3avucd oppntipro yio tnv e€gpedvnon g meployng eivar
70 Y0p1d A106TOTOC, SiTha GTO PPAYLA, TTOV TPOSPEPEL G-
vaprooTikn 06 otn Aipvn, eved amoteAel kot pio eEapeTIK
tomofecio (WSwitepa TOV YEWOVA) YO TAPATHPNGN TNG Op-
viforavidog. Eivor mtold mbavo va deite Tovg meAeKAvVous va
mnclalovv Tovg Yapdades, ot oroiot Tovg tailouv.

Amo exel, tpd™ oThon oto ywpro Kepkivn, yo va emt-
okepteite tov @opéa Awayeiprong Aipvng Kepkivng (.

KaZav vTini oto
JaxaponAaocTeio
Tng NaoxaAidg
Mup6BaAn, ota
Xpuocoxwpapa
/ Kazan dipi
at Paschalia
Myrovali’s
patisserie in
Chrysochg

flanked by two impressive mountains, Belles, which, at 2,031 metres,
forms a natural border between Greece and Bulgaria, and Mavrovouni,
whose summit stands at 1,179 metres.

The lake’s water level is not consistent. In the winter, the dam’s
floodgates are opened and the level drops to reveal large meadows.
From spring onwards, when the floodgates are closed to cover flatland
irrigation needs, the lake swells, rising over the roots of the riverine
willow woodland and providing an important breeding and nesting
ground for eleven bird species, including herons, cormorants and pyg-
my cormorants.

Anideal starting point for exploring the region, the village of Litho-
topos, located next to the dam, offers a sensational view of the lake
and is an exceptional birdwatching location, especially in the winter.
It’s not uncommon to see pelicans approach fishermen, who feed them.

From Lithotopos, make a first stop at the village of Kerkini and
visit the Kerkini Lake Management Body (tel. 23270-28.004) for in-
formation on the National Park, including routes that may be taken,
depending on the season, as well as details of organised activities such
as trekking, horse riding, cycling trips and - for less accessible moun-
tainous areas - jeep excursions. Traditional lake boats, departing from
the village harbour, are the best way to explore the lake and observe the
rich avifauna, approaching birds at a safe distance. At Kerkini, Farma
Papadopoulos is one of three local producers of buffalo meat products
such as kavourmas (cured meat) and sausages. The second of these
producers, Farma Boras, located in the next village, Livadia, offers
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O notapég Zrpupdvag ouvavtda Tn Aigvn.
/ The Strymonas River feeds into the lake.

Zeot@y-Nepwv. "'F.i

KOVTG'0TO .. :

S1dnpoKkadtpa/ N 1

The manmade, F% .
“'Hot Springs:

Waterfall. near

Sidirokastro
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23270-28.004) ka1 va evnuepwbeite yio 1o EOvico IMépko xon
T1G 100 pOEG TOV UTOPEiTE VO KOAOVOGETE AVALOYQ UE TNV
EMOYN, KOODS KAt Yo VO TAPETE TANPOPOPIES YO TIG OPYOL-
vouéveg dpactnploteg (mefomopieg, mepYNoELS Ue GAoya,
Stadpopéc pe modniarto N pe Tl yio o dvoPata opewvd on-
peior). Ao 10 AV Tov Ymplov EEKIVOVV Kot 01 TAPASOGIOKES
Bapreg (TAaPeg), OV ATOTELOVY TOV KOADTEPO TPOTO Y10, VO
eEepevvnoete ) Alpvn, va €pbete o aoaAn amdoTOoT OO
TOL TOVALG KOl VO TOPATNPNGETE TNV TAOVGLO opvifomavida
KO’ OAn 1N d1dprela Tov £Tovg. Tty Kepiivn Bpioketor koin
D appa Mowaddémoviov, Eva amd To Tpio EpyasTNpLo O OTOV
pmopei kaveig va tpoundevtel Tpoidvta fovforiod (kafovpud,
AOVKAVIKO K.0.), EVO 6TO dSmhavo ymptd Aadid Bpicketal
70 0e0TEPO € VTV, N Pappe Mropa, e eEapeTiKy KomTvi-
ot PovParicia umpildia kot vEPoYo, Pivo kafovpud. X
ABadia Bpioketar kot o Loyapomraoteio Tov AyAaTn, yio
avBevtikod (pne PovPariolo yara) kaldv viuri. Exdpevo yopid
1 Pod6moAn —10 eumopid KEVIPO NG TEPLOYNG— Yol EEUPETL-
KNG oot TG TPoidvTa (Kafovpiid, coAdut, KOTVIoTod K.AT.)
pe Baon to BovPairicio kpéag amd To Kpeontwieio Xacamdaxt.

Yuvéyewn via ta Kéto [Hopdwa ko and exel yia tn Ma-
Kpuvitea, Eva PKpd yopld 6Tovg Tpdmodes Tov Mrélec, 6Tov
Bpioketain tafépva EBépa (tnh. 23270-23.395), éva peydro
TETPOKTIOTO KTiplo pe EOAVN GKEMN Kol Tavopapkn 0€a ot
AMpvn. H 8okt Tpia kot dewvn payeipiosa Ovpavio [amado-
TovLoV dnpovpyel TATA 0O CLVTAYEG EMKEVTIPOUEVES OTO
BovBadicto kpéag (6Tmg 10 BovPait KOKKIVIGTO GTOV EVAD-
@oVpPV0), ePTA0LTICOVTAG TOL pe cuvTayég amd Tov [1ovto (dnmg
70 eEaupeTikd mePEK, N TOVILOKY TVPOTLTA).

Emopevog 6tafpoc to «mviyévoy 6To Tpacivo xoptd Ave
MMopdra, pe Alya evamopeivavta omitiol LOKESOVITIKNG OpyLTe-
KTOVIKNG, OTEVA GOKAKLO TTOV EVAOVOLY TOVG dVO HoaAGdeS
(tov Ayiov I'empyiov kot Tov Ayiov Anuntpiov) Ko pa opoio
mhoteio pe ynAd mhotavia. Ano to Havrorwieio uropeite
va Tpounfevteite Tomikd Tpoidvta Tov vopov Zeppdv (and
BovBorioto kafovpud pEypt ToLG TEPIPNUOVS akavESES AT
Zeppmv), evad Srabétel kot Eva kokaicOnto Kagé. Zto {510 Ympld
VIAPYEL KOt piol omd TiG o dpaoTNpLeg Kol aELOLOYEG O1KOTE-
xvieg TOL VooV, TO £pYAGTNHPLO TOPUSOGLUKMY LUUAPIKAV TNG
T'eopyiog Avdpeadov. [Tapdyet oe pikpég TOGOHTNTEG VYNANG
moldTNTaG CUHAPLKA Kot Tpayava (Le TEAATES ONUOVTIKG EGTL-
atopio kot Eevodoyeio g AOnvac) pe BovPoricto yara Stkng
Tovg mapaymyng. Alyo & amd ta Ave [opdia BpickeTon ko
tapépva MésTpoees (Tnh. 23270-51.500, ToV YUV OVOLYTA
pévo ta ZofpatokvpaKa) g otkoyEvelag @odmpakérn, Tov
Srotnpel Kot eKTPoPeio TEGTPOYUS €3G Kot capdvta ypovia.
Ovepikd oknvikd pe EOAVovg mhykovg Katm amd to Oedpata
mhotavio kot (ot ol yio Tov xelpdvae. OAOQpeckes mé-
GTPOPES, TOL gite YivovTal OAOKANPES eite 6€ PLAETOPIOUEV
KOTTVIOTY] K001, GLVOdEiD EEAPETIKNG TATATOGOAATOG.

21 ovvéyela, Katevbuvbeite avatolukd mpog to Mav-
dpaKy, To Apudvi Tov omoiov gival éva eEapetikd onpeio yo
TOPATHPNON KOTASDY OO TATIES, YNVES, TEAEKAVOLS Kol
POWVIKOTTEPO TOV YXEWDVO. ATO TO onpeio avtd paivovtor kot
o1 e&€€dpeg Kat To TEXVNTO VNGT avOTopay®YNG TOV TELEKA-
vov, Tov katookevace o Popéag Awayeipiong. Akolovbel to

- eastern shore

exceptional smoked water buffalo steak and superb kavourmas. Also
in Livadia, the Achlatis patisserie produces authentic kazan dipi (a
type of caramelised milk pudding) made with water buffalo milk. At the
next village along the way, Rodopoli, the region’s commercial centre,
exceptional water buffalo meat-based products such as kavourmas,
salami and smoked meat are available at the Hasapaki butcher shop.

Carry on for Kato Poroia and, from there, to Makrynitsa, a small
village at the foot of Mt Belles, where you’ll find the Evora taverna
(tel. 23270-23.395), a small stone building with a wooden roof and a
panoramic view of the lake. Its owner, Ourania Papadopoulou, a skilful
cook, creates dishes focussed mainly on water buffalo meat, including
water buffalo in tomato sauce, baked in a wood-fired oven. Her menu
is further enriched with recipes from the Black Sea region, including
perek, a cheese pie.

The next stop is Ano Poroia, a verdant village with a few remain-
ing traditional Macedonian houses, narrow alleys connecting the two
districts of Agios Georgios and Agios Dimitrios, and an elegant square
featuring tall plane trees. Local products from the wider Serres region,
from water buffalo kavourmas to the renowned Akanes Lailia sweets,
may be found at Pantopoleio, a local grocery store, and the village
has a charming café, too. One of the Serres prefecture’s most produc-
tive and worthwhile cottage industries, run by Georgia Andreadou,
is located here as well; it produces traditional pasta varieties and fer-
mented cracked wheat. She supplies some of her high-quality water
buffalo milk products to Athenian restaurants and hotels. Just out of
town, Pestrofes taverna (tel. 23270-51.500), open only on weekends
during winter, is run by the Theodorakelis family, who have also been
operating a trout farm for more than 40 years. The taverna setting is
magical. Wooden benches and tables sit under enormous plane trees
while the dining area is kept warm and cosy in the winter. Fresh trout,
either grilled whole or sliced and smoked, is served with fabulous po-
tato salad. From here, head eastwards for Mandraki, whose harbour is

H noAuxpnoTikn €§£5pa NONITIOTIKWYV EKONAWCEWV GTO SNUOTIKO
napko oto Néo Metpitol / The multi-purpose platform
designed to host cultural events in the public park of Neo Petritsi
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Axprtoydpt, Kovtd oto onoio Bpicketar to Iepé Hovyaotipro
10V Tipiov IIpodpépov, to peyarompenéc yovaikeio pova-
otpt Tov Bupilel éviova Aytov Opog, apo? givat yxTicpévo
GTO TPOTVLTOL TG ALYLOPEITIKNG apyLTEKTOVIKNG TG lepdg Mo-
Vg Egvopdvtog Kot dtabétel mavopapikn 0€a otn Alpvn. Xto
xop16 Oa Bpeite v tafépva Expivn (tni. 23230-71.021) teov
aderpav INdpyov kot Eprivng Miyomiidn, pekov e Aéoyng
Apypaysipov. Zaha pe atudGOAPO. ACTIKOD EGTIOTOPIOV, IE
TOMEG POTOYPOPieS amd TO Ywpld 6TOVG Tol)oVG — Eeypilet
70 BovPait ot YaoTpa pe TETOVPA (YLAOTITEG).

Emdpevog owiopdg n Bupdveta, 6mov o taidg o1dnpodpo-
KOG 6TaBLOG ExEl peTaTpamEl GTO TOPUSOCLUKO KOPEVELO-UE-
Cedommwheio MeBoprakdg XraBpdg (tni. 23231-11.205), pe
eEoupetikong pelédeg kot cuyvd Covtavh povoikn. Amotelel
70 o euPAnpaTiKod otékt Tng Alpvne. O otabudc, mov €xet
mavoel T Agttovpyio Tov and to 2005, Exel peydAn 16TOpPIKY
onuaocio, kafdg katd T didpkela tov B” Baikavucov TToAé-
pov (1913) amoterovoe £dpa Tov GTPATNYEIOL TOV EAANVIKOD
6TpaTOY Kot To onpeio 6mov o Paciiidc Kovetavtivog A” kot
o TpwBvrovpydg EAevbépiog Beviléhog suvéTa&ay Toug 6povg
gpNvng e t BovAyapia, kivnon mov 0dfynce ot Zuvonkn
oV Bovkovpeotiov kot 6tn ANEN 10V ToAEHOV. AlTAa akplPidg
and Tov 6100 Bpicketar kot 1o Evodpeio Bupdverag, pe £idn
g yBvomoavidag amd tn Alpvn Kepkivn kot ovTimpooorevtikd
€l epmetdv kot ape1Piov. 1o 010 Ywpod Exer Pdon g Kot
n etarpeio Nopég tov Bayyéin Zhativion kot Akn HeyApavi-
dM, TOL TOPAYOVY LOVOTOIKIMAKA LEALOL LLE 10104TEPES YEVGELG
(maAovpt, modvkoumt, PapPait, feravidt, kactavid K.6.) ond
vtoma periooia. Avalntiote eniong to oniti-atehé tov TIé-

O1 Bapkeg anoTeAolV Tov KAOAUTEPO

TPONO yIa va eEEPEUVNCETE T Aivn.
/ A trip on a boat is the best way to
explore the lake.

‘Anoyn Tng Aipvng and Tov 3po6uo Kovta
oTtov AiIB6Tono / A view of the lake from
the road near Lithotopos
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O1 nepINynoelg ue GAoya NPoopEPOuV. pia
HovadIKn EPNEIPIa YVWPINIAG ME TNV NEPIO;
/ Horse riding excursions offer a unique
experience for those exploring the area.

an exceptional spot for observing ducks, geese, pelicans and flamingo
flocks in the winter. Platforms and an artificial island developed by the
Kerkini Lake Management Body for pelican breeding purposes may be
seen from this point. Next up is Akritochori. The Timiou Prodromou
Convent, located nearby, is reminiscent of Mt Athos; it was designed
based on the Xenophontos Monastery. The convent offers a panoramic
view of the lake. In the village, the Irini taverna (tel. 23230-71.021) is run
by siblings Giorgos and Irini Michailidis, both members of the Hellenic
Chefs’ Association. The dining area has an urban restaurant feel, while
old photographs of the village adorn the walls. The oven-baked water
buffalo with petoura pasta is a menu highlight.

At the route’s next stop, Vyronia, the old railway station has been
converted into a traditional café-meze eatery named Methoriakos
Stathmos (tel. 23231-11.205). The area’s most iconic spot, it offers ex-
ceptional meze dishes and frequently hosts live music. The railway sta-
tion, which ceased operating in 2005, is historically significant. During
the Second Balkan War in 1913, it served as a Greek army command
post, and it was where King Constantine | and Prime Minister Eleftherios
Venizelos drafted the terms of a peace agreement with Bulgaria, which
led to the Treaty of Bucharest that ended the war. Directly next to the
station, the Vyronia Aquarium presents Lake Kerkini fish species,
as well as reptiles and amphibians. Based in this village, Nomes, run
by Vangelis Zlatintsis and Akis Pechlivanidis, produces single-variety
special flavour honeys, including paliurus, polygonum, cotton plant,
oak tree and chestnut varieties. Look for a home studio run by Petros
Kosmidis, a self-taught artist who creates sculptures out of rock from
Mt Belles as well as cubism-inspired paintings.

Continue to Neo Petritsi, a vibrant town with a population of 2,000,
many cafés, including the café-patisserie Aetovouni and the café-bhar

e gy
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To napaAipvio ddcog / The lakeside forest
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Tpov Koopidn, avtodidoktov koAlitéyvn, o omoiog dnpovpyei
yYALTTA e TETPES amd To 0pog Mmédes kat Epya (oypapikng,
EMNPEAGHEVOG amd TO Kivipo ToV KVBIopov.

Yuvéyewa yuo to Néo Iletpitot, o Loviavn kopoOmoAn ne-
pimov 2.000 kotoikmv, te apketd kapeveio —Onwg to kapé-Co-
xopomiacteio AgTofovvi Kot to o prap Aoyikng Kad’ 0dov,
7ov draféTel kot daveloTikn BPAodNKn— kot o Gepd pe mo-
pod0G1aKES TAREPVES TOV PPIoKOVTOL KOTA UHKOG TOV PELATOS
™G ZovAtavitoag, OAeg e Tpanédio e EOAVOVG TAYKOVS KAT®
amd o Thatavia. Eexopilet n Oaon (tni. 23230-31.330), pe
aypPLOYOVPOLVO GTLPAS0 Kol KOKKVIGTO BovPart. A&ilel va

To KG@E-Fapadoan oTo AYKIGTPO
/-The’café Paradosi-in-the village of Agistro

EMOKEPTELTE TO dNUOTIKO TAPKO, OOV 0TIS apyES OKTwPpiov
N «Opada Apeong Apyrrextovikng [apéupaocncy, arotelov-
pevn amd 17 apyitéktoves and 13 yopeg (0Aot amdpottol amd
T0 petomtuylokd tunpa tov avemompiov tov Odueo oty
Youndia), kataokedace pa Tolvypnotiky eEE3pa mov pmopei
vo. rio&evnogt amd TOMTIOTIKEG EKONAMOELG UEXPL GVVESPIEG
yuoyKa, kabog Kot éva EOAVO pumaAiikove pe B 6To pépo TG
ZovAtavitcoag.

Am6 10 Néo [etpitor Egkvaet 0 dpopog (16 yAu.) mov 0dn-
vel 610 Oyvp6 Ietipmen, Eva and ta 21 oyvpd TS GLVOPLOKNG
apovtikns Ipappnis Metaéd, mov KatookevaoTnKay TV Tepio-
80 1936-1940. ITepriapfaver Eva cLYKPOTN LA VIOYEIOV GTODV,
&V 0o To onpeio evrummaotax givarn 0€a Tpog Tig ynAdTEPES
KOPLPES TOV MTELES KL TPOG TN POVAYaPIKN EVEOYDPO.

Agxamévte yraodpetpa avatolkd and to Néo [etpitor Bpi-
oKkovtal o AovTpd Zdnpokactpov (thh. 23230-22.422), 610
dnpotkd Eevodoyeio TInyr. Awwbétovv vdpobepamevtnplo pe
£vay aTHooEOIPKd TAPAd0G10KO OLadIKO AovThpa, e Oep-
pokpacio vepov atovg 40-42 Babuods Kehoiov, kabmg kat
Tpelg moiveg ko 15 atopukég praviépes. [a o é€tpa epmetpio
Aovtpmv katevBuvieite 23 yip. Popeldtepa, oto mapapedo-
plo yop1d Aykiotpo, 6mov Bpicketat to Eevodoyeio Xapap
(TA. 23230-41.420) kot dimha Tov 0 awbevikd Pulavtvo
YOUAL, OV Ypovoroyeital YOopm 610 950 p.X. kot Aettovpyei
60 10 24mpo. Anbétel emiong entd vedTEPES Kol EUPETLKEL
QPOVTICUEVES TILGIVEG [LE VTEPOYO PETPO S1AKOGHO. XTO YOPLO
Bpioketar kot o kKolaicOnto kaeé Mapadoon, Le xopoKTipa
TPAd0C1akoy Kapeveiov, T{akt Kot Ayovg omitikobe nelédeg
(KeQTESAKLO [LE KOKKIVI] GAATOO KOl GOVTES).

Kath’odon (which boasts a library), and a series of traditional tavernas
along Soultanitsa Creek. All have wooden tables and benches under
plane trees. Oasi (tel. 23230-31.330), a standout eatery, serves wild
boar stew and water buffalo in tomato sauce. It is worth visiting the
public park, where, in early October 2019, the Emergency Architecture
Intervention Team - comprising 17 architects from 13 countries, all
holding postgraduate degrees from Sweden’s Umea University - built a
multi-purpose platform designed to host anything from cultural events
toyoga sessions, as well as a wooden balcony with a view of Soultanitsa
Creek. A15-km road beginning at Neo Petritsi leads to Fort Istibey, one
of 21 fortresses along the Metaxas Line, a chain of fortifications erected

Z1nv TaBE€
- EBopac
l\'llukpuvifo%g\.
At the-tavema -
Evora in the
village ofi §&
Makrynitsa

along the Greek-Bulgarian border between 1936 and 1940 that includes
a complex of underground passages. The view from here towards the
peaks of Mt Belles and the interior of Bulgaria is impressive.

The Sidirokastro Thermal Spa (tel. 23230-22.422) is located five
kilometres east of Neo Petritsi, at Hotel Pigi. This hydrotherapeutic
facility features an atmospheric traditional group bath with water tem-
peratures of between 40 and 42°C, three swimming pools and 15 per-
sonal tubs. For more spa time, head 23 km further north to the border
village of Agistro and the Hamam Hotel (tel. 23230-41.420) with its
adjacent authentic Byzantine hammam, dating back to approximately
AD 950 and open around the clock. The facility also has seven newer,
well-maintained pools. In the same village, Paradosi, an attractive
traditional café, offers fireplace warmth and a small selection of home-
made meze, including meathalls in tomato sauce, and soups.

A stopover is essential at Fort Roupel (09:00-13:00 and 17:00
-20:00, from March onwards), the biggest fortification along the Metax-
as Line. Its passages and hideouts are stretched across 6,100 metres.
On display in the museum are small arms, military uniforms, flags,
World War Il maps and an impressive miniature model of a fort section.
A war memorial is situated at the top of the hill. The historic Battle of
the Forts, fought in April 1941, is reenacted here every year.

At Sidirokastro, head up to the Byzantine Castle of Issari for a
panoramic view of the wider region. Then settle at Gefyri for coffee or
tsipouro at one of the tables set between the plane trees by the Kro-
usovitis River. Inside, you'll find dozens of antiques, old photographs
and a small stage that occasionally hosts rebetika nights. The Michalis
Tsartsidis Museum, a history and folk museum showcasing uniforms
and weapons from the Battle of the Forts, is also worthwhile. The man-
made Hot Springs Waterfall is located just out of town.
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Amapaitntn n enickeyn oto Oyvpd Podmed (09.00-13.00,
kot 17.00-20.00 and tov MdapTtio kot pHetd), To LEYOAADTEPO
ovykpotua g pappng Metaéd, pe cuvolkd UNnKog GToHv
Kot Kotauyiov 6.100 p. Awbétel povoeio pue omAopd, 6TOAES,
onpaieg, yéptes tov B’ Iaykoopiov [ToAépov, éva evivtmoia-
KO S1Opapo TOUNG EVOG 0xVPOYV Kol £VaL vnUeio TEGOVIMV GTO
ynrotepo onpeio tov Adpov. Kabe ypdvo avapubdvel ekei n
totopikn Mdayn tov Oyvpodv, Tov Anptiiov tov 1941.

Y10 Zidnpokactpo, avePeite oo Bulavrivée Kaotpo Io-
oapt ylo Tavopoptkn 0o oe OAn ™) YOpw meproyn. Yotepa,
v ka@é M Toitovpo oto I'epopr, pe tpanédio avapeca ota
mhotdvia, dimAa ota vepd Tov Kpovoofitn, kot pio cdla pe
deKddES OVTIKEG, TAMEG POTOYPAPIES KO EVaL TAAKO OOV KOTH
Kapovg Prro&evoivtat pepumétikes fpadiés. AEIOAOYO Kot TO
10TopKd-Aaoypapkd Movegio Miydin Toapteidn pe ctorég
Kot 6mAa ad T Maym Tev Oyvpadv, eved Aiyo € amd Tnv mOAN
Bpiorkovtot kat ot texvntol Katappakrteg Zeotdv Nepdv.

A&ileremiong n eniokeyn oto owvonoteio Ktijpa Meghidov
(. 23230-24.574), éva «KPLUUEVO HVGTIKO» TOV VOUOD Zep-
pov Tov £yl othoet to {evydpt Evayyeliog MeAidov kot An-
uitpn Kapavaotdon, avaokevdlovtag Toug TaAlong 6TaPAovS
NG OKOYEVELNG. AQOTAOTIKT PLA0EEVia Kot EENPETIKA KPOOLA
(6nmwg t0 Ppafevpévo oty EkBeon tov Beporivov Achptiko),
GUVOJIEVOEVO OO TVPLA KOl OTLTIKOVG LECEDES.

H avatoikn tievpd g Apvng ivat AydTtepo TOVPIoTIKA
OVETTUYULEVT KOl ATOTEAEL TOV TVPNVA TG Gyplag Tavidag, Ko-
0w exel Bpioketan To Taparipvio ddcog. A&iler pio 6Tdon 610
1op1d Xpvsoympapa, 6mov oty Tofépva Mopofaing (tnA.
23250-51.340) n kvpio. Evayyehio Oa oag gTopudoet (katdmy
mapoyyeriog) padiiov 1o kaAldtepo mdto Tov Ba Ppeite oV
meproyn: Padiig vootiuidg Povfait pe pehtliveg, aAld Kot
covma amd PovPait (emiong dvoedpeTo TATO). XT0 1010 YWPLO
Bpioketar o Loyapomiacteio TG Hasyairag Mupofarn, pe
e&apeTikd kalav vrumi.

O MegBoplakdg £1abuodg, o 10TopIk6G oTabudg Tng Bupwvelag, nou €xel
ueTatpanei oe kKa@é kair peledonweio. / Methoriakos Stathmos, a former
railway station that’s been converted into a traditional café-meze eatery.

The Melidou Winery (tel. 23230-24.574) is something of a hidden
gem in the Serres area; it was founded by Evangelia Melidou and Dim-
itris Karanastasis, who repurposed old family stables for this project.
Expect warm hospitality and exceptional wines, including the winery’s
Assyrtiko, award-winner at the Berlin Wine Fair. Cheese and homemade
meze varieties accompany the wines.

The lake’s eastern side, less developed in terms of tourism, is a
wild fauna haven. A lakeside forest is located there. Stop at the village
of Chrysochorafa for the best food to be found in the region at Myrov-
alis taverna (tel. 23250-51.340), where Evangelia Myrovali prepares
delicious dishes such as water buffalo with aubergine as well as the
hard-to-find water buffalo soup. Keep an eye out, too, for Paschalia
Myrovali’s patisserie, which makes superb kazan dipi.
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NepoBouUBalrol oTn péon Tng Aipvng, 6TaV
anotpalolvral Ta vepd. / Water buffalo in the middle
of the lake, when the water has retreated.
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